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Mk T will, no doubt , be reputed by many , a work both 
WA ſuperfluous and Unſeaſonable ar rhis time, ro publiſh any 
bs thing of this Nature, Superfluous , in regard that our 
Ws Principles and prattiſes are already abundantly manifelt r6 
the world , particularly in our Informatory Vindication., 
The Teſtimony againſt the Toleration , and the Contendings 
and ſufferings of many of our dear brethred in their adhering to the. 
fame. And unſeafonable » by reaſon of our preſent Circumſtances » 
being this day as ſheep ſcattered upon the mountains, without a ſheep- 
herd ro gather or lead us :. No man taking cate for our ſquls.: Bur. 
in ſtead thereof , all or moſt part waiting for our halting, Looking for 
and Lying. in wait ». to catch Advantage againſt the Cauſe » through the 
leaſt miſbehaviour of any of thoſe who oun ir : And would, we 
doubr nor ,, .be glad of any thing whereby they might ger the leaſt 
ſhaddow. of ground to reproach ; Now when we are as fignes and 
ponders , -3, have for moe to Criticize upon our words and aGtions » 
than ro kyrh any Sympathy with the ſcope and defigne. of what we 
intend by the ſame. Upon. theſe and the like conſiderations , it may. 
be a queſtion z whether at this ne it be our duty, to appear 10 this 
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manner ? Seing much of the Beauty and Luſtre of a Teſtimony, yea | 
and much of its weight, depends upon its being both ſeaſonably ex- | 
hibited , and by men of underſtanding, chat have knowledge of the | 
times > and what I/rae! ought ro doe, Theſe and many other 
things relative to the fame , as they. have in ſome meaſure been pon- 
dered by us ; ſo have nor altogerher wanred rheir oun weight, ro de- 
xerr us from any thing of This nature in ſuch a JunCture. But yer u- 
pon the other hand, When we confider , that ever ſince the Lords 
Ourſtrerched Arm brought redemprion to this Land from Anti-Chri- 
ſtian Darkneſs , and in ane eminent way made ir his oun, by bringing 
us under theſe Sacredand Inviolable Bonds of holy Covenants ; As E- 
nemies to that Covenanted -work of Reformation , - have not been , 
neither at this day” are wanting for their part, in carrying on their 
Malignant Deſignes , in Oppoſition ro and for deſtruttion of rhe Co- 
venant and Cauſe of God , and have been nor a litle helped thereto 
by the faintings and Daſtardly yeeldings of Unfaithfull and Declyning | 
Miniſters and Profeſſors of the ſame. So Likewiſe , rhe Lord hath 4 
oloriftyed his Name, and hath fo far Dignified this Church, as ro have 
the honour (to the honour of his Name be ir ſpoken ) of having till | 
a Party in her , who notwithſtanding rhe Helliſh Cruelty of open and 
avowed Enemies in Geir perſecution on the one hand , and the baſe | 
and treacherous Dealings of backſlyding Miniſters and Proteflors in | "R 
their Reproaches and Miſreprefenrations' of thar poor Parity on the 
other hand. Yer over all theſe Difficulties , accounred 1r their glo= 
Ty to be faithfull for him in their places and ſtations ; And eſteemed. 
the leaſt hoof of the atrainedunto Reformarion , preferrable to their 

Deareſt Intereſts : Laid hold upon all opportunities that were offered 

for giving a Teſtimony of their Love ro himſelf , and zeal for his, Pu- 
blick Glory , although ſ{eldome or never thought feaſonable by the 
wiſe and Learned Rabbies of the time. Conſidering how they were 

helped ro reſiſt unto blood , 1n ſtriving ro keep the word of hge.patience, 
and contend for the faith once Delivered to the Saints, How the” Lord ſmi-: 

Jed upon their honeſt Deſignes , and received them with good-will at 

their hands. And Likwiſe conſidering ,” what God-provocking , ſoul- 
enſnaring, ' and Land-Deſolating Courſes are now on foor 1n theſe 
Lands ;- as'if all we have done theſe years bypaſt were nor ſufficient 
ro Draw dbun'the Lords deſerved wrath upon us , withour putting on 
rhe Capeſtbhe on all our other defections, by Foyning once more in Afi- 
nity with the people of theſe Abominations z and carrying ir on under the 
Name-of 'Proteftant Intereſt, and New Reformation. And then, what 
ſtrange Apprehenfions the Land hath conceived of us , upon theaccounr 

of our non-concurrence with the fame , looking upon us as men mi- | 

fled , drinking in and mentainingflrange. and pernicious principles. Deſpi- 

ſers of Government , and Rejefters of the Goſpel! We ſay , upon theſe and 

_ other weighty Confiderations , we Judge our ſelves ſome way obliged, 
if we can do. no 'inore , at leaſt to 'kyth our defire ro follow thar' [ 
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Noble cloud of Witneſſes, and to go forth by their footſteps in contegs 
ding for Truth, by adding our mire of a Teſtimony to all the Truths 


that are this day PraQticallie Controverred : and againſt all defeQions 


either on righr or Lefc hand , whatſoever plauſible prerences they may 
be covered with. Although we judge our ſelves, at this time , [ncapable 
of Publiſhing any thing that can either make Truth more clear than ir 
1s, or yet eſcape the ſneaking Cenſure of rhoſe, whoſe ſtation (if they 
wow faithfull in ir) Leads them to be far more forward in this work 
than we. 

We therefore, Declare to the world, our hearty defire to embrace 
and adherc ro the written Word of God , contained in the holy Scrip- 
rures of the Old and New Teſtament , as the only and complear Rule of 
Faith and Manners : And wharfoever is founded thereupon , or ag- 
greeable thereuntro , ſuch as Our Confeſſion of Faith , Larger and ſhorter 
Catechiſms , Direftory for Worſhip , Our Covenants, National and Solemne 
League , The Acknowledgment of Sins , and Engadgment to Duties , Cauſes 
of Gods Wrath, The Ordinary and Perperuall Officers of the Church 
by Chriits oun appointment » as Paſtors , Doors, Elders and Deacons, 
and rhe Form of Church Government, Commonalie called Presbyterial. 
We Declare our Adherence to all the faithfull Contendings. for Truth, 
whether of old or of Late, by Miniſters or Profeſſors , againſt what- 
ſoever finfull Courſes, whether more refined or more grofſe. And 
particularly , againſt the Publick Reſolutions , Cromuels Uſurpation » the 
Toleration of Hereſies and Sefts in his time. Apainſt rhe Sacrilegious 
Uſurpations and Tyranny of Char. 2d. The Unfaithfullneſs of Mint- 
ſters aud Profeſſors in complying with him , by accepring his Indul- 
gences firſt or laſt. And in a word , to every thing aggreeable to the 
Matter of our Teſtimony as it is Declared pag. 25. and 26. of our In- 
Formatory Vindication printed Anno 1687. Likewiſe , our adherence to . 
the Teſtimony againſt the abominableTo/eration granted by the Duke of York, 
glyen intothe Miniſters at Edinburgh by thar faithfull Miniſter and now 

lorityed Martyr Mr. Fames Renuick Tanr. 17. 1688. And to whatever faith- 
ull contendings have been made, or Teſtimonies given againſt rhe end- 
eayours of any , in their ſtriving to engadge us in a finfu}l Confede- 
race with a Malignant Cauſe, contrary to this. our Teſtimony , fince the 
Late Revolutions, | 
| Next, we Declare our Rejecting of whatever is Contradictorie or 
contraty, unto the written Word of God , or nor founded therupon 
either Expreſly , or by Direct , near-or neceſſary Conſequence, Mo-- 
re particularly , we Teſtify our Deteſtation and Abhorrence of Popery , 
Quakeriſme , Libertiniſme , 4ntinomianiſme , Socinianiſme-, Anabaptiſme x 
Independency , Prelacy and Eraftianiſme , and all Extravagancies and 
Errors on the right or Left hand , ſuch as the Doting Delufions 
ot theſe draun into a Conſortſhip in and aþout the CO TE- MO O- 
R E. Together with all Kinds of Idolarry ,. Superſtition and Pro= 
fanneſſe > and whaiſoeyer is _ contrary to ſound Doctrine _ 
| ; : 


the Power of Godlinefſe , and againſt every other thing , contrary to 
the Teſtimony of rhis Church , as they are particularly enumerated 
in Page 27. and 28, of our forſaid Vindication. And in Like manner we 
Diſoun as a ſtep of Defeftion , Declyning from. , and contradictory 
unro the Covenanred Reformation of rhe Kirk of Scotland , and 1n- 
conſiſtent with the Teſtimony of our Anceſtours, The Publiſhing of 
that Declaration , called » The Declaratim of HIS HIGHNESSE 
WILLIAM PRINCE of OR ANGE G&ec. And eſpoufing it as 
the ſtare of rhe Church and Kingdom of Scorlands Quarrell , while he 
then was, and yet is, ſurrounded in Counſell and Army with many of 
the old and Invererare Enemies of Chriſts Cauſe and 'people, borh ar 
home in rheſe Lands and abroad , except France and his Aflociares. 
His unconcernednefle with the overturning the work of God in theſe 
Lands theſe many years, till his oun Intereſt, and che Call of the Pre- 
lats in England did prompt him to his Underrakings, Their Being ſer 
up byſthe Suffrages of theſe men of blood here in Scotland , norwith= 
ſtanding of their being Immediately before Crouned and Anointed 
King and Queen in our Neighbouring Covenanted Land , accor- 
ding to all the Engliſh Popiſh Ceremonies , upon their engadging on 
their knees , before the Alrar &c. Ts the utmoſt of their porver to pre- 
ſerve unto the Biſhops and Clergy of that Realme , and to the Churches com- 
mitted to. their Charge , ſuch Rites and Previledges as do or ſhall appertam 
zmnto them, or any of them, As alſo , if we conſider his other Decla- 
ration of the Reaſons inducing him zo appear in Arms in the Kingdom of 
Enoland , Scotland and Ireland , emitted ar the ſame rime ; Wherin he 
Labours ro pur ſhame and contempt upon moſt of all-rhe contendings 
of this Church, and ro bury many of the moſt material! poinrs of 
her Teſtimony, Thereby declaring his principles, and whar he reſol- 
ved upon in his after praftiſe :* And his thereby rending and over- 
rurning that deſirable Uniformity in.Religion arrained unto with En- 
2m » Which theſe Lands cannor break withour manifeſt Perjury ; 
ing ſworn therero by the firſt Article ef the ſolemne League and Cove- 
nant, At Leaſt ir is a walking in their Counſels who renr rhe ſame 
before him ; and an undenyable Corroborating and Ratifying the Sra- 
eutes of Omnri and the works of the houſe of Ahab , that thereby theſe Co- 
venanted Lands ſhould be made a deſolation , and the Inhabiranrs 
thereof a hiſſing. Upon theſe and other very weighty grounds and 
reaſons, which (if the Lord will) we may have the occahon ro make 
knoun afterwards; We Declare the Retuſal of our Concurrence with 
the preſent Courſe now on foot ; Ir being no way Concerted accor- 
ding to the ancient Plea of the Scortiſh Covenanters , for the Covenanted 
Reformation of Religion in Brittain and Freland , for the Dottrine , Worſhip, 
Daſcipline and Government of the Houſe of God , againſt Poperie , Prelacie, 
Mal y, Seftarianiſme , Erafttaniſme , and whatever is | comtrary to 
ſound Doftrmne and the power of Godlineſſe. But in ſtead thereof , a joy= 
ging and-concurring with the Promoters of all theſe 2 in their Popiſh, 
ng ee ad aa Be + wa 
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Prelatick , Malsgnant and Seftarian defignes , whereby Error , Ptofani- 
ty, and Wickednefſe is Encouraged and Tolerated 5 The Lord higtity 
diſhonoured ; His avowed and Declared Enemies brought in to places 
of greateſt Power and Truſt , in ſtead of bringing the wheel of [uſtice 
over them ; Together with the addition of moſt of all thoſe, who 
have been the chief Ring-leaders , Fomenters and Favourers of In- 
dulgences 5 Toleration , and all other Defe&ions of this Church. This 

uarrel , we ſay, we refuſe ro eſpoaſe ih Liz of that other : But ro 

gnifie our diſpleaſure therewith , refuſes to concutr it any thing thar 
we know will ſtrengthen or encouradge rhe ſame , ſuth @s rakihy che 
Oath of Aleigance , Randivouzing art their comimnand , Paying aty Sub- 
fidies Impoſed for that end , or doing atiy thing thar friay trend ro the 
weakening the hands or ſaddening the hearts of our brethren , in their 
Honeſt , zealous and fairhfull contending agaitiſt the fifties, For Which 
Ler all concerned ſee the Seaſonable and Neceſſary wayrnikg of the Generalt 
Aſſembly of this Kirk to all the members thereof , Tuly 27. 1649. Seſs. 27. 


' Gen: A(ſem: Tuly ult 1648, aha 21. with the Humble Sipfplication of the 


Aſſembly ro the Committee of Eſtates Auguſt 2. 1648. Seſs. 25, A Gener. 
Hſſem., Aug. 3. 1648. Seſs. 26. AR 4. Parl. 2. Char, And what our 
Land mourned for Arr. 9. Step. 5. of the Cauſes of Gods Wrath. With 
many places of Scriprure » Ads both of Aſſetnblies 'and Parliaments , 
which are ſo clear , thar if they were made judges , and durſt 'come 
above-board to. examine the preſent Courſe ; Ir were to grear difficul- 
ty to the meaneſt capacitie , to ſee as great difparity berween this 
and what our Fathers contended for , as between Defettion and Refor= 
mation, Bur Leſt we ſhould be hereby ſufpeRed of menraining the 
Principle of difouning all Government : Therefore , as for ſuch Ma- 
giſtrares, as, being rightly and Lawfully Conſtiture over us, ſhall em- 
ploy their Power for ſerting the Mediator on His Throne , and the 
Croun upon His head, and 1n defence of his Crean-Rights and Royall 
Prerogartives, ſhall a as the Minifters of God it a dire& Line of 
Subordinartion to him , in Defence of our Covenatited Refortnation 
and the Subjes Liberries , againſt Popery , Prelacy , Eraſtianiſme , Sus 
perſtition, Hereſy > Profanneſſe , and whatever ſhall be found to be con- 
trary to ſound Dottrine and the Power of Godlineſſe : and thus be- 
come a Terror to evil Doers , and encouragers of thetty that do well. 
We Declare, whenſoever we can obtain and enjoy fuch Rulets , we 
will Oun , Embrace and Defend rhem to rhe utthoſt of oar Power , 
and prove encouraging ſabjeR and obedient ro therts it1 our places and 
Stations, And here in purſuance of our former Teſtimony , wereſolve 
to ſtand & wair. | | 
Moreover , we Teſtify and declare againſt the unparalleled anfaith- 
fullneſse of the* Miniſters in Scotland , as in what they have done be- 
fore theſe Revolutions to the detriment of rhe Cauſe : $0 eſpeciallie- 
ſince ; in Contriburing and Concurring they and their Accomplices » 
1 their ſtations and ro rheir power , with the bnlk of theſe Old» 
# bloodie 
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bloodie and perjured Enemies of Chriſt, his Cauſe and people,in their ſer- 
ting up HIS HIGHNESSE THE PRINCE AND PRIN- 


.CESS OF ORANGE, King and Queen over theſe Covenanted 


Lands, while acting dire&ly contrarie to the Covenants 3 being, wit- 
hour Covenant-Qualifications Vrz. - of known Integrity » Approven” fidelity, 
Conſtant Afﬀettion and zeal to the _ of God, Such againſt whom there # 
no Fuſt Cauſe of exception nor jealouſte ; which our Coyenants and the 
Laws of the Croun require ro be ina Judges Superiour or Toferiour » 
whom we are allowed to ſer over us and joyn with , according to Exod. 

IS. 21. 2. Sam. 23. 3z4. Nehem.7.2»7. Being not of one perfect Re- 

ligien with our ſelves; neither in Covenant , nor admitted Covenant- 

wayes : without the ſealing and ſwearing of which , our fathers, or 

rather we our ſelves, refuſed to receive Charles the ſecond to the Croun. 

It being the very foundation, wherupon any right they haye to. Govern 
is founded: And without the Approbation and Subſcription whereof , 
the people can never have from him , Sufficient ſecurity , either for 

Religion or their Juſt Liberties. And, if the Prelats in England , with 
their Aſsociartes , . were ſo peremprtory, as not to admitt him to the 

exerciſe of the Government, unrill they had him engadged ro mentain 

and defend that Abjured Hierarchie ; How Aſtoniſhing is 1t thar Preſ- 

byterians ſhould not have waited , till the Lord had raiſed up Inſtru-r 
ments, righrly -Qualifyed , and from whom ſufficient Security: for the 
Covenanted Reformation of the True Religion in theſe Lands 'might 

be had: 'and nor to have made haſt, in building up Zioms breaches with 
the ſtones of that burnt mountain of BABYLON? Their unfairthfull- 

neſs to their ſouls , In not repreſenting ro them the Hazard they we-- 
re and would be in, if they entred themſelves heirs ro the fins of thar 

Throne, againſt which rhe Lord hath ſuch a Long and Eminent Con- 
troverſie , Jn ſeeking to eſtabliſh his oun Intereſt upon the ;Ryines': of 
the Intereſt of Jeſus Chriſt ; which is nothing else , but 'ro-eppoſe rhe: 
Kingdom of the ſon of God, by whom Kings do reigne. 1[f- he: ſhould” 
cleave unto theſe men as his Truſty Counfellors, Who, as they-never 
had the Glory of God nor the gaod of his People betore their eyes;: 
So now, inall their Wayes and Counſels , are ſeeking nothing  bur- 
their oun [ntereſt, ro the Hazard and Deſtruction of Religion and the: 
Deſolation of the Kingdoms.. If he ſhould fertle a peace with - Gods 
Avowed and Declared Enemies » the murtherers of his poor innocent 
People , by ouning. them as his good and Loyal Subjects , upon condi- 
tion of their pops le ſubmiſsion to bis Government. And if. he ſhould 
Employ, Help , Concurr or Joyn with Anti-chriſtian Forces, either art 
Home or Abroad. All which he hath done , and this day is doing; which 
cannor be orherwiſe Judged, bur a giving of his Royall Power and ſtrength 
unto the Bzaſt : and an acceſſion ro all rhar blood of rhe Lords people, 
wherwith thoſe ſons of Babel have made the Lands under their Reſpe- 
ctive Tyrannies to Suim. Their untaitbfullneſs , in not Laying plainly 
and ſeafonably ro his Confideration, what the mouth of the LORD 
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mer Teſtimony , before the Courſes «in againſt be' forſaken \, as 
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' of HOSTS hath ſpoken of all the Accounts of People , Nations, 
| Kings, and Rulers againſt the Kingdom of His Son ; that they Imagi- 


nea Vain thing, and that he rhar firreth in Heaven will have them in deri- 
fion , and vex them in his ſore diſpleaſure. Whar marks. of deſperate 
Malignancie ; Enmity and hatred ro the Cauſe and people of God, 
hath appeared , theſe Years bypaſt, in theſe menrthar now bear the SUAY 
in his Councels and Armies. How the Anger of the Lord hath been 
kindled, even againſt his deareſt Saints , - when they have'joynedthem- 
ſelves ro ſuch men as he harerh, and 1s Curſed. And how ſeverelie he 
hath rhrearned and mm—_ ſuch Kings , as have Aſsociate with Idola- 
ters - & Leaned to their helps. And nexr , Their Unfaithfullneſse ro 
the poorguilty Land , 1n not forſeeing the Evil and fore ſhewing the 
Danger , of ſerting up Magiſtrates withour aſking Counſell ar the 
mouth of the Lord ; Although a Duty Jncumbent on faithfull Warch- 
men , to ſer the Trumper ro their mourhs in ſuch Caſes, and give Faith- 
full and Diſtin&t Warning , leſt Ifrael caſt off the thing that is good, 
and rhe Enemie purſue him ; for ſerting up Kings and not by God, and 
Princes withour his knowledge. Nor yer fey the fin-and Danger 
of Aſsociating in War with known EnemicS of Truth: and Godlineſse , 
ſuch as are employed in the preſent Expedition : Wherby a door is ope- 
ned for the Introduion, Toteration ; and Encoutagment- of Papifts , 
Malignants and Sefaries; , And the ſtare of the Quarrell ', in ſtead {of 
being rf brly propoſed, according'ts the Ancient 'Þ LE A; againſt both 
right bs, left hand oppofites;' it is ey berrayed; - 'loft and®© buryed: 
Add to all theſe, their prerended Faſts and Thankſpivings , for Succeſ- 
fe and proſperity to the Enemies of God ',* his Church arid people : 
V by rhe Lord'is mocked , His Truths buryed , 'The peoples Souls 
enfnared > The Godly ſtumbled ;*A' Cotirfe of Reformation rarher bur- 


yed thaw failed; profecuted. or t&fttided / And a Malignant) Quarrell 


embraced ; Yea rhat fame Colirſe which hath been alwdyes"Gurſt of 
God, and upon Which he hath Tet "evident marks of his Diſpleaſite, 
The Publick Sin;for whjch he is this day eonttndinig aghifilt che Land : 
_ the ACHAN' whictt hath made'ffr4el {6.oft to filbbefore "their 

| - Afar het SE Ln OO IT ef ihe C3 
/ Now , if this be no'falfe Charge, 'as ; Alace'! it; isnot': Andif che- 
be not only” pieces' oF unfatthfillneſse ; bur-manifeft breaches;of Co- 
venant ,”and'very, great ſteps. ofidefeMon from the':Principles and'pras 
Qtiſes 'of the pnce famons Charch' of Scotland ,*/asindeed: rheyare. And 
Four” hearing 'and 'Joyning wil them'; williferrs Concarrence witle 
their Courſe; '* A paſticipation of their Guilt: * Add a rendring of wy 


 obnoxions to arnf on. arm mn breach &f Covenant is: Lyable 2 


Since it is fuch a Communion, asin'the preſent Circumſtances is larer- 


tered by all ro be a Teſters of Incorporation” with them , and a figns 


of Approbation of rheir way , with which all'muſtde Interprered Con- 
{eaters that are not Contradidters,' And Lykwiſea laying douwof out fore 


none 
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the lyke, to the perſecuring Adverſaries , Reman I Fo fd 
ovenant, We Teſtifie, 
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openly burnt , and made a Capiral Cryme ro oun them, by Open & 
Avowed Adverſaries; Bur alſo caſt by and buried by rhe Miniſters of 
the Church of Scotland , called Presbyterians.. A. Covenant, , withoue 
the Swearing of which, none was: capable of rhe meaneſt Employment - 
either in Church or'Stare.. A Covenaat.,, to, which, Chriſts nc yes 
did-alwayes Adhere > and for which. they did Suffer & Contend. Thar 
Covenants; which the Repreſentatives. of Church. & State inthe rhrea 
Kingdoms., Did: Solemnly Swear and Subſcribe for themſelves, and Por 
ſerivy ; Of which rhe Obligariqn-, . either ro the Duty or Puniſhment,, 
continues [ndiſpenſible upon the Generation; which for the Moral E- 
quity of irs Marrer, the-Formality of its Manner., the Importance of 
is Purpsje; the: Holinefſe: of its" Solemn: Engadgment, and the Glory of 
us Ends, No ipower on Earth -can-;difangull.,: Diſable,,,or, diſpenſe, 

har Covenant , | which, was juſtly, thought a firt and. excellent. Mean, 
got only ro. ftrengethen and forrifie, rhe. Moon egent the. Common. 
Enemy of the True Reformed Religion, ,Publick. peace and. proſperity z 
Bur alſo ,.. ro. acquire the fayour of; Almighty God:towards rhe three 
Kingdoms. of Scotland » England: and Ireland , as is expreſt , in the Orgs- 
nance of ithe Lords and Commons for taking of the. Covenant Dated FOINATY 
29. I643; Surely then ». the Authors and Clug Inſtraments of the breaches 
of that Cynenant, » are, to be looked upon as thoſe that ſtrengthen the hands 


#f: the Common. Enemy ,, and provoke the rarath of Almighty God againſt box 
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Kingdoms, And if by the Declaration of both Kingdoms » Toyned in Arms 
Amo 164.3. Such as would not take the Covenant , are declared to be Publick 
Enemies to their Religion and Countrey , and to be Cenſured & puniſhed as 
Publick, Adverſaries & Malignants:. Who ſeethnot now a ſtrange falling away 
from theſe firſt Principles UW Profeſſions among thoſe who either Magnify & 
Cry up, or at the. leaſt Connive at and Comply with ſuch as have not taken 
the Covenant, Yea are known Enemies to it Yer notwithſtanding, Theſe 
ſame. Enemies have been Complyed with and Connived at , by many 
Miniſters, in their raking Oatzbs Impoſed by them , Repugnanr, we 
ſay , to the Oath of our Covenants, And others of them having go- 
ne on in ſundry other ſteps of Defection : and ro no ſmall Contradi- 
&ion of Chriſts more fairhfull Sufferers and Witneſſes ; Moſt part ha- 
ving Addreſſed for, and accepred of the late Anti-chriſtian Tolerarion: 
And to this day are treading the ſame paths that lead to -Defection z 
and to a dereſtable [ndifterencie and Neutrality in the Lords Matrers 
withour any ſhaddow of their Cordial Abandoning ſuch Wofull Cour- 
ſes: Bur on the Contrary , a wyping of the mouth, and ſaying , We have 
done no Evil: A Faſting , praying and Giving Thanks for ſucceſſe and 
Proſperity to thoſe who have devoured Facob.z and laid his habitation de- 
ſolate.; Under whoſe ſhaddow they Enjoy this unhallowed eaſe, as it 


| they were delivered to retain and menrain all theſe Abominations. Can 


ſuch a work be of God > Can render Zealous ſouls Concurr with it in 
Faith > Or , Can it ſtand > Which hath irs foundation laid upon the 
Ruines of FRUTH? Such a SuperſtruQture , as building up ZION 
with blood , and Feruſalem with Iniquitie, Such xcafiiress fila boun=- 
ded by the decrees of Gods Enemies. And ſuch Workers, who by 
the word of God & decrees of our: Church,, would-be ſuſpended , if 
not depoſed from their Office , and brought in as delinquents to un- 
dergo Cenſure, and not as Conſtiruent Members of a; Judicatorie. In 
regard they have yeelded up the Liberties of the Church into the hands 
and will of her Enemies: and in regard they carry on a Courſe of de- 
feltion, contrary to the Scriprures, our Covenants, and the Acts and 
Conftirutions of this Church. We ſay again: , upon theſe grounds, 
We, in our places & ſtations , Teſtify againſt all rthar they may Conclu- 
de or Determine in theſe their Ecclefiaſtick Courts , by A&s, Ratifi- 
cations, Declarations , Sentence; , Conſures or Commiſſions Te. that ſhall be 
made or Given out by them: And prateſts that rhe ſamen may be voyd 
and null , and nor Interpreted as: binding to the Church of Scotland. But 
ler none think, that what we have here ſaid can be [Interpreted to be 
a vilipending or RejeCing of the Free, Lawfull , and Rightly Conſtitu= 
re Courts of Chriſt : For we do Acknowledge ſuch ro have been among 
the ficſt and moſt effettuall Means Appointed of God, for preſerving the 
purity, and Advancing the Power of Reformation in the Church 3; The 
ſweet fruirs and bleſſed effects wherof this Church hath ſomtyme Enjo- 
yed : which we have been endeayouring after, and are thisday lon- 


ging for. 
, B 2 we 
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. We Deteft and Abhorr that principle , of Caſting off the Mimniftrie, 
wherewith we are maliciouſly Calumniated, by thoſe who Labour to 
faſten upon us the Odious Names of Schiſmaticks and Separatifts , Deſ- 
Piſers of the Goſpel and the like. Bur as heretn they bewray their enmt- 
ry to the Cauſe we oun ; So, till they bring their oun Principles and 
PraGtifes , and ours both, and try them by the Law and the Teſtimo- 
ny , the meaſuring Line of the Sanctuary , Ihe Word of God , and 
the Practiſe of this Church when the Lord kept houſe with her , and 
rejoyced over her as a Brydgroom over the Bryde, They can never 
prove us Schiſmaticks or Separatiſts from the Kirk of Scotland , upon 
. the Account of our Now-Union with the Backilyding Multirude rherein, 
And herein we may have a ſure and well grounded hope_, that when 
the Lord ſhall decide rhe Controverſy in the fayours of Truth ; In thar 
Day, Unron in Truth & Duty, and Separation finfully conſidered, will be 
otherwiſe applyed than now they are. Beſides , we may ſay ( withour 
- Hoaſting ) we ſuppoſe it may be gathered from what we bave done for 
1c faithfully preached Goſpell, and what Love and Reſpedt we have 
ky.:ed rowards faithfull Miniſters, whilſt ſuch, what our Carriage to 
then,” :7ould yer be if we had them. Yea, we are ſo far from having 
any ſtarc} Prejudice (as ſome fooliſhly think} at any of them , for 
whatever :eir ſtrayings have been ,ceirher as Miniſters or Chriſtians ; 
Thar we D.clare by theſe Preſents, whenever rhe Lord ſhall ſend us 
ſuch , as: on: .of Love to God, zeal for his Publick Concernmenrs, and 
Conſcience ot heir Duty, will kyrh their Reſentmenr_of their former 
Backſlydings ana N-feftions , by Condemning and torſakang the fame, 
and fatiſty: the offenc... * Conſciences of the Lords People; by their Pu- 
blick Declaring the mi:.'' of God Faithfully & Freely , and the Peoples 
Duty in order to the p-t and Preſent Courſes of the time ; Keeping 
nothing back that may -e profitable for our building: up 1n Holineſle , 
our manadging-a Teſt - ony: for Chriſt, againſt. all the forementioned 
or the like ſteps of T efetion , and. thar the ſame may be Fairhfully 
Tranſmirred ro the 1 .ceeding Generations; That they may know what 
the Lord hath done: :or our Land, and may not be like: their Fathers, 
a race not right in .2art with. God, Unſteadfaſt-and Perfidious in his 
Covenant. Upon *-ſe CONDI TIONSS., and Upcn Remoyal:of 
Juſt Exceptions, v . Promiſe our hearty: Concurrence: with them yin 
earing themi, and to doe eyery. other thing, that Precept or former 
Praftiſe ro. Miniſters in the like Caſe, can oblidge. Perſons.1n our Cit- 
cumſtances: ro dbe to or for their Fairbfull Leaders , to whom they 
may ſafely.,, without ſcruple, Commir the Charge of their ſouls, 
Withall: Proteſting , that this our Declaration may: be a ſtanding Anſ- 
wer 10 all the Lies, Reproaches, Miſfinformations, or Miſrepreſenta- 
- tions whatſoever , thar ſhall be brought in againſt us 1n time coming, 
by whatſoever. Party: or Perſons, upon the Account of our Non-confe- 
derating- with:them ; Seing whar we here Require, 1s both Reli- 
gious & Reaſonable; And ſeing what we oun, 1s of no new 1 
ur 
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Bur was eſteemed Truth before we bad a roogue to-ipeak'forir ;- ahd , 
we hope, ſhall be ſo, when its Enemies & betrayers ſhall want amouth 
to-ſpeak againlt it. | 4.0 lone) DAD. 

And now, having thus Declared our Teſtimony: in-as Compendious 
and Innocent a way , as the Nature'and Circumſtances'of ir will Al- 
low. As'we are nor altogether Ignorant what Accepration ir ſhall find 
from Perſons of all rempers ro whoſe hands it may come; So; eſpecially 
from thoſe Miniſters, Maſter ALEXANDER SCHIELDS, 
Maſter THOMAS LINNING;, Maſter WILLIAM BOYD, 
and others their Accomplices, who have lately gone from ys and lefr 
us, afrer the Lord (in his mercy to us) had fruſtrate their defigne of 
Precipitaringſus into a Confederacy. with all thoſe ro whom the Nations 
areſaying, A CONFE DE RACY ;by Regimenting and Uniting 
with the deſtroyers and berrayers of the Cauſe: ; 'and that both.-in 
Church and State; and caſting 1n our Lots, and Interweaving our. It- 
tereſts. with theirs; As they had done with many of our Brethren be= 
fore , and alfo' with many of our ſelyes , 'which' this day we deſire ro 
mourn for > And' longs for that day , wherein we may Confeſle rhe 
ſfame' before a Competent & Faichfull Judicatory.. Bur if we durſt ſay, 
that what we haye here done , was not intended to'pleaſe ons ſelves, 
ſo- neither to give Juſt ground. of Irriration'or Scrumbhng to any. of the 
Lords People. : And as for the wicked:,. who know! not:ar what the 
Stumble.z'' we may warrantably ſay',' Ir was. nor deſigned 10: Pleaſe 
them;,.' be the:Evenr whar it will. Only this , To ler the Indifferenr 
and;Lukwarm Party on the one@nd know , that the Lord 1s keeping 
up a: handfull ro. wirnefſe for him, againſt: their paſt and Preſent Rotren 
Courſes of Defection',, Notwirhſtanding their carring off the Hair, and 
purting our the eyes of theſe three! Minifters before-mentioned , and 
carying.themin their Primed Aﬀs: and. Letters. through the Nations, as 
Trophees'of their victory over then 3: as men: whoſe former! Lives: & 
Doctrine bad:been' Contrary: ro: the: former' Rules and' Principles of this 
Church' , nouriſhing and encouraging Schiſme:, Diviſion:& DefeGionsz 
and their former Teſtimonies made up, in'many things, of ſeyerall Pe- 
remptory groſs miſtakes , uncharirable and Injurious Reflettions tens 
ding rather ro: kindle Contentions , than remove Diviſions.. All which 
are plainly Infinuared in their: At , Called; © The Proceedings: of the 
Aſſembly annent Maſter Linning and others. Thereby labouring;, through 
them; to:reach a blow ro the. Cauſe of. God , - and ro: all. the faichfull 
Witneffes and Witneflings of the'/poor Remnant with whom: they were 
once embarked. And thar the: Malignant Parry may likewiſe know , 
that we look upon them as the Murtherers of our dear brethren , 
whoſe blood , as 1t 1s precious'1n Gods ſight, fo nþ kumane power can 
- Indemnifie-; for though 1r. be. Gods: glory ro/pardom, yer mans dury 
and glory is, to Adminiſter Juſtice Imparrtially, We are nor changed 
from our former Principles and Intentions; bur pur Cauſe is the ſame, 
whatever thoſe who haye fallen off from fis may” plead for. And Fi- 
B 3 nally, 
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nally, we defire all Perſons 5 of wharſoever new Party they be , Mini- 
ſer or other, that would appear more Refined than the reſt , and Pre- 
rending to AQ ſeparately from our Enemies and Antagoniſts , whilſt- 
yer really Incorporate with them , and carrying on their defignes more 
effeftually ,'though more ſmoorhly , and Inſtrumenrall ro break and 
Divide us more than any, as if purpoſely ſent forth by the Reſt for 
thar effe&; Not to miſtake us, as if what we have faid 10. order to 
the Reſt, were not applicable ro them. Bur on the Contrary, thar 
we look upon rheir Courſe , as. Accompanyed with many Aggravations 
that others are not Capable of. And ſo, as more loathſome to God, 
oughr ro be the more Dereſtable ro us. And as for Neutralifts , who 
account it wiſdom xo Condemn all , and Prerend ro fide with none, we 
referr them ro the laſt Article of the Solemne League and Covenant 
( withour forgerting the reſt ) Namely , That we ſhall Aſſt and Defend 
all that enter into this. League and Covenant, in the mentaining and Purſuing 
thereof , and ſhall net ſuffer our ſelves DireAly nor Indire#ly , by whatſoever 
Combination , Perſwaſion or Terrour , to be Divided or withdrawn from this 
bleſſed Union @ Conjuntions Whether ro make Defe1on to the Contrary Party 
87 20 give our ſelves to a Deteſtable Indifferency and Neutrality in this Cauſe. 
According ro.:which Article , mens Reality and Integrity 1n the Cove- 
nant will be: Manife@;and Demonftrable ,: as well by their Ommiſſions 


as/by 'their Commiſſions! ;'-as well. by their not doing; good 'as by their 
doing of evil.:2'He that is nor with us, 1s againſt us; and he thar gathe- 
reth nor:with us» Scattereth; And whatever our Complaints be this 
day, toſſed with. Tempeſts and nor @@mforted ; Yer we hope he hath 


thoughts of Peace and Purpoſe of mercy rowards us. We do notmourn 
as rhoſe wirhour hope : Bur we will bear the Indigoartion of the Lord, 
becauſe:we have ſinned againſt him, Untill he:plead our Cauſe and . 
Execuce:Judgment for us. He hath: lifred Up our Enemies "that their 
fall may be the grearer- : and thar He may caſt them donn into deſola- 
tion for ever. He will' make his Cauſe to Trtumph:ar laſt , over all 
Oppoſtion , and the Enemies foor to ſlyde in due time : And ſo pur 
a new ſong of Praiſe in rhe mouths of all the fairbull friends andyFol- 
lowers of the LAMB.. 

Therefore we!Appoint and Ordain, that Incontinently ye our Emifſaries 
paſs upon the tenth day of Auguſt 1692 years;, unto the Mercat Croſs of 
SANQ HAIR» and there by open Pcoclamation' make Intimation of 
this our Declaration , leaving Coppies of the famen Afﬀixed upon the 
forſaid MercatCroſſe and other patent places of the Kingdom neceſſary. 
Given at... ..... upon the tenth day of A4uguſt 1692 Years, 


LET KING JESUS REIGNE AND LET ALL 
__ -HIS-ENEMIES BE SCATTERED. 


FONTS. 


